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STAMPING OUT A LANGUAGE. 
FORBIDDING MISSIONARIES TO TEACH THE GOSPEL 
TO PAGANS IN THEIR OWN TONGUE. 

Four years ago the French government, which has 
jurisdiction over portions of the western coast of 
Africa near the Gaboon River and Corisco Bay, where 
for more than forty years American missionaries have 
been engaged in evangelical labor, promulgated a 
decree requiring that all teaching in the primary 
schools of Gaboon should be done in the French lan- 
guage exclusively, and provided for the enforcement 
of the rule by fining any teacher who might violate it, 
and closing his school. 

The rule was deemed unjust: and unwise: unjust, 
because it denied to Christian missionaries the privi- 
lege of going among a degraded people, whose lan- 
guage they had reduced to writing and enriched with 
the Scriptures and other Christian literature, and 
teaching them to read the word of God in their own 


tongue ; unwise, because long experience had shown ~ 
that evil results too commonly followed the attempt 


to give the natives an education in a foreign language. 

The facts in the case were communicated to the 
authorities in Washington in the hope of securing 
some relaxation of the rule through the good offices 
of the United States government, and by request 
of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, 
Mr. Frelinghuysen, at that time Secretary of State, 


represented to the French government the bad 


effects which must follow this decree, and sought 
to obtain some concessions which would relieve the 
hardships otherwise to be suffered by the missionaries 
in their attempts to civilize the natives; giving it as 
his own opinion that ‘‘a mild application of the decree 
would lead sooner to the result aimed at by France 
than a strict and literal enforcement of its provisions ; 
and that by first educating the natives in their own 
tongues, and training their minds by study in a dia- 
lect familiar and easy to them, the way would be pre- 
pared for acquiring the French language more easily 
and with less distaste to the pupil than were his 
untrained mind immediately directed to the study of 
a foreign tongue.” 

The appeal was unsuccessful, and the result is that 


_ the Presbyterian Board has now to face the question 


of abandoning the territory—crowded out, after 
forty years’ occupancy, by a decree from the enlight- 
ened nation of France which says that Mpongwe and 
Benga boys and girls shall not be taught to read the 
gospel which has been translated into their language 
by American missionaries and printed by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society; a decree forbidding these mission- 
aries, who know English and’ Mpongwe and Benga, 
but do not know French, to teach even the alphabet 
to pagan children, and allowing no primary school 
whatever to be kept, except on condition that one- 
half of the school hours shall be devoted to the study 
of French, and that instruction shall be given in that 
language exclusively. 

It was one of the marvels of the Pentecostal day, 
that every man heard of the wonderful works of God 
in his own familiar tongue. In the fulfilment of the 
great commission the churches of America have sent 
men to Africa to tell the good tidings there, and these 
men after years of toil and study have translated the 
Scriptures into the only speech known to those be- 
nighted tribes ; and now the French government lays 
down its edict that henceforth no child at the Gaboon 
shall learn to read a line of the Scriptures except 
through the medium of a French grammar and a 
French dictionary. And, incredible as it may seem, 
four years have’passed since the promulgation of this 
decree, and it has not been repealed or even modified. 

So much for France in the latter part of ne nine- 
teenth century ! 

Unfortunately this case is now paralleled. in our own 
land and by our own government. The Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs has undertaken to exclude 
the Dakota language from the schools maintained by 
missionary societies on the Indian reservations, 


whether those schools aré aided by the government 


or not. The Dakota language must neither be taught 
nor used. The entire Bible has been translated into 


‘that language and is printed at the Bible House. A 


grammar and dictionary of the language are among 
the publications of the Smithsonian Institution. In 


accordance with orders received from the mission-_ 


aries, a thousand volumes of the Scriptures have been 


sent to that field this very year; and yet the govern-. ; 


‘ment, undertaking to make good citizens of the 
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Dakota Indians, and to educate them in virtue and 
morals, excludes every Dakota book from the public 
schools and even interferes with schools established 
and sustained by charitable gifts, and forbids the mis- 
sionaries to teach the Ten Commandments to the 
children in the only language they understand. 

Indeed the rule goes so far that native teachers 
employed in the missionary schools, who do not 
speak English at all, are forbidden to continue their 
instructions in Dakota, the only language they know, 
and their only medium of communication with the 
children. 

The attempt to enforce this rule must surely call 
forth a protest from the true friends of the Indians ; 
but that it is already in force appears from the follow- 
ing extracts from the Word Carrier, written by the 
Rev. Alfred L. Riggs, who, like his honored father 
and brother, has devoted his life to the work of civil- 
izing and educating the Indians : 


lt has come! The government has begun its work 
of breaking up missionary work among the Indians. 
In our June number we noticed the semi-official proc- 
lamation of the law that all Indian pupils of school 
age belong to the English government school, and 
cannot be allowed to attend the missionary school 
near by, where Dakota is taught. This rule is now 
being carried into thorough operation at Poplar 
Creek, Montana, by the United States Indian agent. 
All scholars are taken away from the Presbyterian 
mission schools and impressed into the government 
school, where are crowded twice as many as the 
building will properly accommodate. The mission 
schools are closed, and a part, if not all, of the mis- 
sionaries will be withdrawn. 


The Dakota Bible is under the government ban. 
An official order promulgated at Standing Rock 
Agency, D. T., prohibits the use of the Dakota lan- 
guage in the missionary schools, although the govern- 
ment may not contribute a cent to their support. The 
same order, it is understood, is in the hands of the 
United States agent at Cheyenne River Agency. We 
have ten such out-station schools within the bounds 
of these two agencies, supported entirely by mission- 
ary money, for evangelistic work. To prohibit the 
use of the Dakota language is to break up the schools 
and prevent any further introduction of the Dakota 
Bible to the Dakota people. 


‘ It'is not to be supposed that the government has 
intentionally entered upon a crusade against mis- 
sions. The difficulty is that it has no intelligent idea 
of the principles upon which missions must work, if 
they work at all. Nor has it any intelligent idea of 
how the civilization of the Indian is to be secured. 
It is so bent upon giving the Indian ‘an English veneer 
that it cannot abide any effort to implant the spiritual 
_ Motives by which alone education and civilization 
can be advanced and maintained. 


THE “ENGLISH” JACK O’LANTERN. 


“s Teach the Indians English” is the cry nowadays, 
The advice is good so far as it goes. We would have 
the children study English, but for the purpose of 
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helping them or their fathers and mothers toward 
heaven, an hour of their vernacular is worth a cycle 
of any other tongue. So it is for effective work in 
any efforts whatever to enlighten and elevate them. 
The truth is that few among us have any adequate 
notion of what an operation it is for an Indian to 
learn English. The ideas of many persons on this 
subject are formed from what they have seen in a 
band of fifty or sixty chosen boys and girls in some 
one of the great Indian schools at the East, and very 
likely from ten or twelve of the brightest, picked from 
this chosen fifty. And where do even these scholars 
come from? Most of them from mission schools on 
the far-off reservations, where they have already had 
their first roughness taken off, and put fairly on the 
track of knowledge, not taught in English always, 
but—which is half the battle—receiving the desires 
and the habits without which they could never have 
been taught anything. Years of work have been ex- 
pended on many of them before they ever came east; 
years more are given to them here; and yet, in the 
majority even of these cases, let John P. Williamson 
or Albert Riggs step out and speak to the Sioux 
among them, for example, in their native tongue of 
the things of God, and the way in which they will 
lift up their heads, and the new intelligence and feel- 
ing and delight which will instantly flash from their 
eyes, will tell any spectator that these words are fall- 
ing on their hearts, and that in comparison they have 
before heard nothing. 

But turn from any question about these picked 
youth to the real question: How are we to deal with 
the thousands and scores of thousands of Indians too 
dull or too old ever to learn English. It is an abso- 
lute waste of time for religious purposes to attempt 
to teach them that enormously-difficult tongue. If 
they can spell out a letter or read a vote or get the 


little arithmetic needed to make a bargain, it is well, . 


and we may be thankful; but if their seeing heaven 
depends on their understanding one single chapter 
of the Bible in English, multitudes will die without 
the sight. And how absurd to make fifty or a 
hundred thousand savages all learn owr-tongue, in- 
stead of selecting a few of our brightest Caucasian 
minds, as we do in Africa, to master theirs, and then 
turn into it all needed wealth of truth ! 

“Oh, but we must Americanize them!” it is said. 
Well, a very good stroke, none better, in American- 
izing a raw Indian, is to teach him the Ten Com- 
mandments. What he needs is some American 
ideas thoroughly understood, not a few American 
words less than half understood. This, at any rate, 
is the way to begin with him. What an indescribable 
advantage it has been to the Sioux that our first 
missionaries proceeded on this principle, learned 
their language, reduced it to writing, put the whole 
Bible into it, the Catechism, Pilgrim’s Progress, gave 
them Sioux spelling-books and readers, told them in 
their own tongue what the really American ideas 


were, explained away their suspicions ten thousand - 


times, set themselves, at least, right before their 
councils in days of robbery and wrong, and now pub- 
lish for them in their own language a little monthly 
paper, adding every day to their stock of American 


news and ideas, to say nothing of Christian knowl-— 


edge. What is the result? Two thousand of them 
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gathered into the Christian church, and twice that 
number civilized. Americanize them? -A man who 
has become a good Presbyterian, has fenced a farm 
and makes a living from it, carries the baby to church 
instead of making his wife carry it,and takes even a 
monthly newspaper and pays for it, is a pretty good 
American already. An excellent start he has made 
—so excellent that it will take some time for a large 
part of the American people to catch up with him. 
And he will not stop there. What he has learned in 
Dakota is the very thing to whet his appetite for the 
larger knowledge he can yet learn in English. He 
will be sure to learn it if it is in him, and at all 
events he will see that his children do. 

That same process which has been witnessed 
among the Dakotas, or Sioux, ought to have been 
carried on in every Indian tribe. It is an occasion for 
deep and poignant regret that in the case of so many 
tribes precious years have been lost in the pursuit 
of such a fantasy as teaching these poor savages 
English, and insisting that they should learn every- 
thing else, even the way to heaven, through English. 
The graves on every hill-top of our reservations 
of those who, during the past fifty years, have 
died in heathen ignorance, cry out against this in- 
sufferably slow and absurd procedure. They plead 
with every missionary on every Indian reservation Zo 
make haste and learn the Indian tongue, to learn it 
himself, and, if it has not been done, to reduce it to 
writing, and put into it without delay the vital rudi- 
ments, at least, of Christian knowledge. The fact 
that these tribes are in America instead of Africa 
does not alter the case one particle when we are 
dealing with the question how they can be most 
quickly and clearly taught the truth which it is death 
for them not to know. They are in Africa so far as 
the gospel is concerned until in their own tongue 
they read and hear of Christ. The fact that they 
are comparatively few in number, instead of number- 
ing millions, does not alter the principles and 
methods of the case, although it has made our Chris- 
tian young men too far forget them. 

The whites around the Indians, and sometimes the 
missionaries among them, complain of the continued 
proclivity of the Indians for their dances and feasts. 
Even many of those on whom some Christian im- 
pressions seem to have been made, it is found, 
hanker at times after these scenes of half-savage and 
heathenish sport. But what in the world could we 
expect of these poor creatures? No one who has not 
been on an Indian reservation can easily conceive 
how monotonous and intolerably dull and unevent- 
ful life there is—even for an Indian. He is deprived 
of all the old excitement of the hunt, the chase, the 
foray. Here, in the midst of miles where scarcely 
a rabbit hops across the trail, is a big, square stone 
building, where on ration days he—or more likely 


his squaw—trudges and gets his raw beef, his beans 


and coffee, and then trudges back to his far-off log 
hut or tepee. There a wood-pile, a few rusty, dilapi- 
dated implements, and a few forlorn acres of corn 


- field, in a hollow surrounded by bare and lonely hills, 
_make up his environment. In the winter it is worse 


; 
‘ 


after all he is a man, and even a dog would die of 


: 


—one great, bleak stretch of stillness and death. 
Now, an Indian may not be very intellectual, but 
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lonesomeness in such a life. One great trouble is 
that the Indian has nothing in this world to talk 
about, or even to think about. Any one can see that, 
although it would not be a remedy, it would be a 
wonderful alleviation of his lonesome life if he had 
something to read. It would take the place of the 
wild songs and stories with which the camp was 
once beguiled, and religiously it would supplement 
the visits of the missionary, who lives perhaps five 
or fifteen miles away, and has a whole tribe on his 
hands. The Indian’s boys and girls come home from 
the mission school. Now, even if he cannot read 
himself, the children, provided there is some Indian 
book or paper at hand, can read to the old people, 
and whoever thinks that the father and mother will 
not listen; and will not listen with pride, simply does 
not know the Indian. Asa preventive of his attend- 
ance on all sorts of wild gatherings, to look on scalp 
dances and listen to savage laments over the good old 
days of barbarism, mingled with fierce hopes of their 
return, few things would be better than to teach the 
Indian to read his own simple tongue; to give him 
a little stock of.new ideas; to put into his hands 
those wonderful Bible stories and Christian parables, 
whose charm has been felt by us all and by uncounted 
thousands of the rudest tribes in other lands ; to give 
him also a little newspaper, which shall furnish him 
something to think about, and make him feel in 
some small degree, at least, the throb and move- 
ment of the world. 

We are not so foolish as to suppose that a little 
printer’s ink is going to save the Indians, but it can 
certainly be made to help them—that is, unless it be 
wasted in trying to lead them to heaven round about 
through all the dark and unfathomable deeps of 
the - English spelling-book, to be followed by the 
dictionary.— The Church at Home and Abroad. 


In commenting upon the subject of the preceding 
article on teaching the North American Indians to 
read English, the editor of the Church at Home and 
Abroad remarks: 


Dr. Mitchell’s article will well repay perusal. It puts 
the question of Anglicising the adult savage of America 
in its true light. The article is the outcome of a 
recent visit to the Omaha Mission, but it is corrobora- 
tive of the impressions which have been made by 
frequent: visits to our Indian missions within the 
last three years. More than once the Rev. John P. 
Williamson, of the Dakota Mission, has urged the 
fact that whatever is done for the adult Indian popu- 
lations of this country in spiritual instruction must 
be in their own tongue, and that this will continue 
to be a demand for perhaps two generations. 

We are in favor of the general provisions of the 
Dawes bill, which contemplates the allotment of land 
in severalty to such Indian tribes as are prepared to 
receive it; but we are impressed with the fact that 
in the present drift of sentiment and the present 
eagerness to civilize the Indian by enactment—to 
press upon him the English language, and forbid in | 
schools and elsewhere the use of his own tongue 
—we are venturing upon a fatal extreme. Side by 
side with the effort to teach the younger Indians the 
English language, and to impart to them useful 
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knowledge through that medium, there should be an 
earnest effort made to reach the adult Indian popula- 
tions in their own tongue. The most gent missionary 
work for the Indians is that which shall make known 
to this adult class the saving truths of the gospel 
while it is called to-day, ere their night cometh in 
which, with whatever civilizing appliances for others, 
they will be beyond our help. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


THE BIBLE IN MEXICO PREPARING 
THE WAY FOR MISSIONARIES. 


The Rev. J. Milton Greene, writing to his Mission 
Board, says: 


On Monday last I went with Mr. Diaz and Mr. 
Hurtado to Hocaba, a town of some two thousand 
inhabitants, thirty-six miles southeast of Merida. 
Having purchased a number of Bibles, and read 
several of our tracts, these people had asked us to 
go and establish regular services among them. We 
went, expecting to meet perhaps thirty or forty ; but, 
to our surprise and delight, all the principal families 
of the place were prepared to welcome us, despite 
the bitter opposition of their priest, and one hundred 
and fifty souls heard that evening, for the first time, 
the glad tidings of salvation through faith in the 
Lord Jesus. Mr. Hurtado will visit them every two 
weeks, and we can hardly fail to reap a most abun- 
dant harvest in Hocaba. 


BIBLES PUT TO A GOOD USE. 


Mr. Wright, of Chihuahua, a missionary of the 
American Board, recently visited Zaragoza, a town 
120 miles away, and forty miles distant from the rail- 
road, where no missionary had ever preached the 
gospel, except on a single day two months before. 
A family of believers, who had been baptized in 
July, 1886, had moved to this place in August, and 
at once began to read the Bible to their neighbors 
and friends. To what good use they put their Bibles, 
in the months that followed, is shown by Mr. Wright’s 
letter in the Missionary Herald: 

After a pleasant ride of eight leagues we reached 
our destination at half-past ten. We were warmly 
welcomed by the brethren of the Juan de Dios family, 
and soon others began to come in. Here is the won- 
derful part to me. Every one of these men and 
women had a good, substantial knowledge of the 
Bible, and not one of them had read it for more 
than eight months, most of them not more than six, 
and some of them only two. I noticed that their 
Bibles were full of little papers to mark especial 
passages. On examining them I found these pas- 
sages to be just such as ought to be marked in 
every Christian’s Bible, and such as you would use 
in the United States in a revival of religion. I 
noticed that whenever I read a passage that seemed 
helpful to them they would hunt up another bit of 
paper to putin there. I noticed that these passages 
were scattered through the whole Bible, showing 
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extended as well as interested study. I had other 
proof of this. I asked all who had any questions on 
any part of the Bible, or on points of religious belief, 
to present them. The first was from a fine-looking, 
intelligent man, one of the judges of the place. He 
asked for the explanation of Revelation xiii. 18. This 
was not a chance question, for he knew the whole 
book well, and the different prophecies. His next 
question was in regard to Revelation xxii. 11. Look at 
these verses, and see if the fact of their being chosen 
does not prove something more than a mere super- 
ficial study of the Scriptures. Well, we talked and sang 
about all day. In the evening we went to another 
house in the centre of the town, in the same block 
with the priest’s residence, and I preached to a very 
attentive audience of twenty persons inside the room, 
and as many more crowded around the window, 
which opened into the street, and eight or ten more 
at an inside door. The next day we had gatherings 
for Bible study and questions, both morning and 
afternoon, and preaching in the evening as before. 

I made a list of the names of those who were 
regarded as “very firm” in their evangelical belief— 
those who are studying the Bible constantly, have 
given up the Romish ceremonials, and are trusting 
solely in Jesus Christ for their salvation. There are 
seven men, two women, and two girls on the 
list—eleven in all. There are several who come to 
the meetings occasionally, and still others who are 
reading the Bible at home, but are not “firm” as 
yet. 

Note the work. In April a family hear the gospel; 
in July they are baptized; in August they move to 
a town where the gospel has never been preached; 
in March two missionaries spend one day with them ; 
in May another spends two days with them—and 
now this little faithful band is asking for baptism 
and regular preaching. Where shall we find men 
to preach to them? Our best preachers are those 
who preach by their lives and who cannot help 
preaching. 


CORRESPONDENCE OF MR. MILNE. 
MONTE VIDEO, June 9, 1887. 


The good seed that the late Thomas Cingiale began 
to sow at Mendoza two years ago, has fallen on good 
soil and is germinating and springing up to-day, after 
the sower has gone to his reward. Dr. Wood, who 
has just returned from a visit to the city of Mendoza, 
tells me that he organized a church there, taking 
some fourteen members into full communion, and 
married five couples. One of those whom he ad- 
mitted to church membership had come to South © 
America after having been in the British service in 
India. Here he adopted the manner of life conse- 
quent upon indulgence in loose habits, yet never for _ 
a moment had a shadow of doubt as to the truth of | 
the Romish religion, until his attention was called to _ 
the reading of the Bible by the late Thomas Cingiale. 
He searched the Scriptures, and true to the promise 
he found in them eternal life, and to-day he is legally 
married and is in fellowship with an evangelical 
church. 

I am happy to say that the widow of Cingiale has 
shown that she possesses in a great degree the spirit 
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that made her late husband so useful. Accompanied 
by another zealous Christian woman, she got some 
Bibles and went out on the line of the Western Rail- 
way, and with her youngest child in her arms, she 
canvassed one or two towns with encouraging suc- 
cess, as the results of the work in the summary for 
March indicate. In April she did no work, but now 
having got her two oldest children into the orphanage 
at Rosario de Santa Fe, she will devote her time to 
Bible distribution. She tells:me that when out on the 
work I have referred to, on entering a store in the 
town of C——,, the proprietor in a very rude manner 
spurned them away, saying that he was a liberal, a 
term that in Spanish, as he said it, implied that he 
was an unbeliever. Probably he took them for church 
beggars and thought this the briefest way to get rid 
ofthem. Instead of being abashed, however, by such 
a reception, they expressed their satisfaction and 
claimed to be liberals themselves, and even more 
than liberals. Having thus arrested his attention they 
began to ply him with the sword of the Spirit, and 
showed him by passage after passage that the servant 
of sin is the slave of sin, and that he had no right to 
call himself a liberal in the true and spiritual sense. 
The man became perfectly convinced, told them that 
he would not buy a Bible simply because he had one 
already, but promised to read it in future with more 
care, and gave them the price of a Bible that they 
might give it to some one who could not buy. 


ITALY. 


LETTER FROM REV. L. M. VERNON, D. D. 
ROmg#, June 15, 1887. 
Valuable work in Bible distribution has been done, 
especially in some of our newer stations and fields 
of labor. In the southern part of Italy we have 
distributed more than elsewhere: in the towns of 
Venosa, Melfi, and Foggia, and their vicinity, where 
there are no Protestant laborers beside ours., Two 
of our lay brethren at Foggia, who were active and 
aggressive in their Christian endeavors, especially 
in disseminating the word of God, were recom- 
mended by our pastor and accepted by the agent 
‘of the British and Foreign Bible Society as colpor- 
teurs, and were recently declared by the agent in 
a public meeting to be among the best he ever had. 
The outlook for Bible work in Italy is encourag- 


ing. During the last three or four years there has’ 


been a steady and large increase in the number of 
the Scriptures sold and distributed. This may be, 
doubtless is, due in part to the rapidly increasing 
number of persons who read and write. In any case 
it is a most gratifying fact, and augurs well for the 
future of our evangelistic work. Where the col- 
porteur and the Bible have gone abroad as fore- 
runners, the preacher and the church find the way 
prepared and their success made comparatively easy. 
I trust we shall be able very much to increase our 


_ distribution of the Scriptures in connection with our 


churches and stations. We cannot sell so success- 
fully or so readily as the colporteurs do, but the dis- 
tribution may be more judiciously made, because 
our preachers and brethren usually have more 
knowledge of the persons to whom they give the 


Scriptures. 
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The Italian Bible Society, which was started some 
fourteen years ago, and which published a family 
Bible and a large edition of the New Testament, has 
lately reorganized and renewed its life and activity, 
and has published a neat volume with the title, “The 
Life of Jesus Christ and the Founding of the Chris- 
tian Church, narrated by St. Luke in his Gospel and in 
the Acts of the Apostles.’ The book in its exterior 
purposely avoids the usual appearance of Scriptural 
volumes, for a reason easily divined. We work amid 
many prejudices. Often the names of Diodati and 
of London on the title-page are the occasion for 
shutting the word of God out of doors, where other- 
wise it might have been admitted with a shy wel- 
come. We hope that this Italian volume, printed 
here in Rome where Luke sojourned for a time, 
may prove a highly useful instrumentality. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN 
TURKEY MISSION. 
SAMOKOyY, April 18, 1887. 

DEAR Sir: Our Mission to European Turkey, whose 
work is chiefly among the Bulgarians, is now assem- 
bled in its sixteenth annual meeting, at Samokov, 
Bulgaria. We have with us representatives of the 
Methodist Episcopal Board, working north of the 
Balkans ; of the Southern Presbyterian Board, work- 
ing chiefly for Greeks in Greece and Southern Mace- 
donia; of the Bulgarian Evangelical Society, and our 
esteemed friend and counsellor, your Agent for the 
Orient, Rev. Dr. I. G. Bliss, whose wife also we now 
have the pleasure, for the first time, to welcome to 
our Mission. 

When we consider the unsettled, troubled, and un- 
certain condition in which our region continues, we 
find especial cause for thanksgiving to God that we 
are permitted, steadily, quietly, and successfully, to 
pursue our work to the present hour. It is true, as 
was to have been expected, that the number of copies 
of Scriptures circulated the past year has been less 
in our Mission than in some former years; but we 
are assured that the amount of faithful work done by 
our colporteurs, and the good accomplished, is not 
less. If we look at this work from a business point 
of view only, we believe it has suffered less, compared 
with other years, than most other branches of trade 
in the country. And for our encouragement we have 
this well-founded conviction, that those who buy the 
Scriptures or Mission books in these “‘hard times,” ) — 
have a high appreciation of them, and will read them 
with unusual attention and profit. The serious inter- 
ruption which the schools throughout the country 
have suffered on account of the political disturbances, 
has diminished the circulation of the Scriptures, in 
various languages, among the students. But we feel 
it to be our duty, in such a time as this, to extend as 
far and as rapidly as possible their circulation among 
the great body of youth composing the army. 

More than ordinary efforts have been made the 
past year to gain access to prisons and hospitals, with 
intent to show friendly sympathy and to encourage 
to a manly and Christian life. One aged prisoner at 


-Philippopolis has taught twenty-five of his fellows to 


read; and when his term expired he went to the 
home of the pastor of our evangelical church, who 


ees) 


has had this prison work in charge, and asked for a 
Bible. Having received one at half the usual price, 
he went on his way with this trustworthy safeguard. 
Another prisoner, with his fetters clanking, told the 
pastor, ‘‘ Had I known what I now know I should not 
have been here.”’’ 

Dr. Bliss will correspond with you in regard to the 
action of our Mission concerning the publishing of an 
edition of a pocket Bulgarian Bible. It is a subject 
which has long been under consideration by us. We 
are positive that an edition of the Bible very much 
smaller than we now have can be prepared with finer 
type, thinner paper, narrower margin, and without 
references. There is a constant call for such a pocket 
edition. We think that the actual circulation of the 
Scriptures in Bulgarian, in comparison with the circu- 
lation in Armenian or Greek, is such as to warrant 
us in seeking to supply this need among the Bul- 
garians also. 

These are critical times for Bulgaria. Pending 
questions must be decided before long it seems to 
us, and puzzling problems solved, or attempts made 
for their solution. We constantly feel that the future 
is absolutely unknown to man. Yet we have this firm 
conviction that the seed of divine truth sown broad- 
cast all through the land during these years is pre- 
paring this people for a future better and more noble 
every way than it would otherwise have been. We 
are glad to be co-workers with you for the evangeli- 
zation of this people. May our united efforts, sym- 
pathies, sacrifices, and prayers continue till Christ’s 
kingdom comes ! 

In behalf of the Mission, 
Yours faithfully, 
Gro. D. Marsu. 


—_—__—+ 


SYRIA. 


The Church at Home and Abroad has interesting 
letters, from Dr. Harris, of Tripoli, and Dr. Jessup, of 
Beirut. Speaking of the clinics which he holds every 
day, Sunday excepted, at which there is an average 
daily attendance of sixty persons, three-fourths of 
whom are Moslem women, Dr. Harris says : 


Before we begin our duties we invite all to be 
seated ; a chapter is read from the Bible, and prayer 
is offered. It is an impressive sight to see fifty or 
seventy-five Moslem women enveloped in white, 
faces closely veiled, seated about us intently listen- 
ing to what is read, respectful during the prayer, 
giving a chorus of ‘‘Amens,” especially when God 
is asked to teach the people his word, and bless the 
means used for the restoration of health. The other 
day the portion of Scripture read was about Joseph. 
A Moslem woman who could read—a very unusual 
thing—expressed her great surprise that “your Bible 
tells the same stories as the Koran. Let me read it. 
Why, it is vowelled! It must bea good book. Oh, 
let me take it to my home!”’ I gave it to her, with 
a silent prayer that the reading might be blessed to 

her soul. 

_ Dr. Jessup says : 

_. The government of his majesty, the sultan Abdul 
Hamid Khalif of Mohammed, has set the seal of im- 
_perial approbation upon thirty-two editions of Arabic 


\ 
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Scriptures and parts of Scriptures, thus allowing 
them to be sold, distributed, and shipped without let 
or hindrance. This result has been brought about 
by Dr. Isaac G. Bliss, Levant Agent of the American 
Bible Society. 

A young’ man, a Lebanon Maronite, called on me 
three days ago and said he was converted to the 
Protestant faith by reading the,Jesuit Bible. You 
will remember that they published an Arabic trans- 
lation from the Vulgate some years ago, to supplant 
if possible the Bible published at our press. We 
rejoiced at this enterprise, and do still rejoice. This 
young man said that on first seeing the difference 
between Romish doctrine and the Jesuit Bible ‘he 
abandoned all religion, thinking there could be no 
true church. Then he bought more books and read 
until he embraced the evangelical faith. His father 
and the priest then burned up his whole library— 
Arabic lexicons, grammars, the Bible, and all. He 
was sent to the Maronite College, in Beirut, to be 
cured of his heresy, but his faith grew stronger in 
Christ as the only Saviour. His father at last be- 
came enlightened and is now in hearty sympathy 
with him, and as he is a man of wealth they have 
no fear of persecution. 


LETTER FROM REV. MR. WHIPPLE. 
TABREEZ, June 15, 1887. 

Since I last wrote you two of my colporteurs have 
been arrested and imprisoned, and I have had an 
order served on me from the Ameer i-Nezam, the 
governor-general of Azerbijan, forbidding me to allow 
my colporteurs to sell Scriptures in the city or any 
villages in his province, which includes all of Orco- 
miah, Maragha, Khoi, Salmas, Zenjan, etc., thus shut- 
ting up my work as far as this part of Persia is con- 
cerned. It does not affect the Teheran and Hamadan 
fields. On consulting the missionaries it was thought 
best to comply with the order, at least for the present 
month of Ramazan, upon which we were just about 
to enter when the order reached me. During this 
month the Moslems are very fanatical and fierce, and 
this is not to be wondered at when we remember that 
they are required to abstain absolutely from all food 
and drink, and even tobacco, from about three o’clock 
in the morning until 8 Pp. M> during the whole 
month. Of course many gorge themselves at night 
and turn night into day. This, however, is confined 
to the higher and richer classes, as the /ellahs, or 
laborers, have to work all day in that exhausting 
condition. ‘The poor, wretched creatures look as 
though they would fall in their tracks as they walk 
or bear up under the heavy loads on their backs. At 
this season they look upon Christians with peculiar 
jealousy and hatred because they do not have to 
conform to this inhuman command. It makes my — 


-heart sad as I see these poor, deluded, and zealous 


people endeavoring to please God, or rather their 
prophet Mohammed, by thus crucifying the flesh, so 


-many of them observing the rule with punctilious and 


religious strictness. 

We had reason to believe that the pressure brought — 
to bear upon the Ameer to induce him to issue the 
order was very great, and we afterward learned that — 
our surmises were correct, for we learn that the j 
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mollahs and maujtaheeds, the chief ecclesiastics of the 
Moslems, had been consulting together to see what 
could be done to put an end to our work here, and 
decided to commence at this point. They had in 
circulation a petition making heavy charges against 
us—to the effect that we were corrupting the minds 
of the faithful, and leading them from the path of 
duty into strange and wicked faiths, and that our 
books were wrong and should be condemned. They 
therefore ‘‘prayed” (though the term they used in 
their petition was much stronger than this, meaning 
rather a command, or a religious opinion or decision 
which must be obeyed) that all booksellers of the 
Ingil should be prohibited from selling. This paper 
was signed by about four hundred seals and some 
of the leading men of the city. We heard that even 
some Armenian seals were on it. This was the order 
which the Ameer received from the wemas, and 
which he could not disregard except at the peril of 
losing his place or perhaps his head. It must always 
be remembered that Islam is not a defunct faith here, 
even though it is considered by the Turks to be 
heterodox. 

We suppose that the immediate cause of all this 
ferment was the opening of a new bookstall in a 
prominent place in the bazaars. Last summer I had 
the bazaars canvassed pretty well and a good number 
of Scripture portions were sold. Even then a good 
deal of complaint was made but no action was taken. 
We then thought it a good plan to open a bookstand 
in the central bazaar, but we had not been there two 
weeks before an agitation arose which culminated in 
what I have detailed above. We had to close the 
stand, and for a time we feared that our bookstore 
would also be closed, but the governor has given 
permission to keep it open. All this has involved 
loss as well as vexation, for my colporteurs had only 
recently started on a two months’ tour when~they 
were arrested on their journey and brought to the 
city and thrown into prison, all their books and 
money and personal property being taken from them 
by the constables who arrested them. I have to 
continue them this month, even though they cannot 
sel, for I am in hope that we shall secure the revoca- 
tion of this unjust order. I shall begin soon to move 
in the matter, and shall leave no stone unturned in 
my efforts to secure its repeal, though it may be some 
months before the matter is settled. My men were 
not beaten, and one was released very soon at the 
request of Dr. Holmes, who had treated the mayor 
of the city under whose jurisdiction these men were. 
But the other man had to remain in ‘‘ durance vile” 
a number of days before we effected his release. 

We have a good and well defined case to lay before 
the authorities, and I cannot believe that the king, in 
case it finally reaches him, will decide against us, and 
thus forbid the circulation of the Bible in any portion 
of his kingdom. We have to exercise much patience 
and use great tact in the management of the case, 
and above all we need guidance from above. I there- 
fore ask an interest in your prayers, that the whole 
issue may result in the increased circulation of the 
word of God, in place of its being circumscribed. © 

; ae 


Tuy statutes have been my songs in the house of 
my pilgrimage.—Psalm cxix. 54. 


y 
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The Rev. C. B. Newton, of Lodiana, sends the 
following incident, which he thinks may be of interest: 


One of our native ministers, Rev. Ahmad Shah, 
was much troubled in a neighboring town by the 
opposition of a young Mohammedan szud/ah from a 
village near by, who was engaged in teaching the 
Koran to a number of pupils. One day, two or three 
months ago, having been considerably annoyed by 
him while preaching, he called the young man aside 
and remonstrated with him, telling him that he ought 
to study the Scriptures and ascertain their excellence, 
rather than oppose them while manifestly ignorant of 
them. Ahmad Shah then gave him a New Testament, 
which he promised to read attentively. This Testa- 
ment was one of a lot I had bought with a donation 
of five dollars received from.a Sunday school in 
Cincinnati for the purpose. 

The mullah fulfilled his promise and after some 
time came back to ask for instruction on certain 
points, and particularly to obtain portions of the Old 
Testament Scriptures in order that he might trace 
out the references to the Old Testament which he 
found inthe New. The result was that he was con- 
vinced and converted, and on returning to his village 
he began to teach in his Koran school the new doc- 
trine he had received. This of course produced a 
good deal of excitement, and awakened opposition 
which resulted in his losing all his pupils. His rela- 
tives joined in the persecution which followed and 
they finally shut him up, a close prisoner in his 
mother’s house. After some time he succeeded in 
his efforts to effect his escape, and, making his way 
to Ahmad Shah, received baptism. Shortly after he 
came to Lodiana, where he has obtained employment 
in one of the mission schools, 


The Baptist Missionary Magazine speaks of the 
Mission to the Ainos in Yesso, Japan, as developing 
many interesting features. Recently a man came 
from the next island north of Yesso, who had never 
seen a missionary, but had bought a copy of the 
New Testament from a travelling merchant three 
years before, and had been praying to Christ from 
that time, and came for further instruction. 


JOURNEY IN NORTHEASTERN KWANGTUNG. 
BY H. R. WELLS. 


Mr. Coleman and I started on December 9th from 
Canton, and next day had the pleasure of selling over 
a hundred books in a town not much more than thirty 


miles from Canton. 


The fair promise, however, was not borne out, as 
we only once that month reached roo again in a single 
day. The reason of this no doubt was that the dis- 
trict on which we then were had been previously 
worked very frequently. ; 

As a rule, we were well treated—of course being 
subject at most places to the usual curiosity attending 


a visit of foreigners. 


On the 21st and 22d of December we were cheered 


‘by the kindness and Christian courtesy of the mission- 
‘aries on the Basel Mission station at Fu Chuk Pai 


Wikis 


\ 
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Hii. Even at this early period we experienced some 
rain and very strong winds, finding also that the 
weather was at times very cold. On this part of the 
journey we had some hard days’ work, without much 
result, leaving the boat and walking for several hours. 
The native colporteurs all through displayed great 
spirit and endurance, leaving the boat day after day, 
occasionally even when it rained a little, and that in 
the face of repeated small sales. The result proved 
that they were right in so doing, as on one or two 
days they sold very well indeed, considering the fact 
that we foreigners were not with them. 

The total sales during December were 663 Portions, 
all being the Cantonese Colloquial Gospels or the 
Acts. 

The new year opened well again, as we sold 111 
books at a market a short distance from the East 
River. We might have sold even more had we been 
prepared, as we had only three left when we got back 
to the boat, which of course had been going on 
meanwhile. 

During the week beginning January 3d we had very 
good sales on the whole, selling 813 for the week— 
632 being sold on the last three days at places not 
previously visited by booksellers ; among these were 
ten New Testaments and about fifteen half Test- 
aments. 

On the last four days of the week, beginning January 
toth, 499 books were sold—all Portions. 

The total number of books sold by us all—~. e., two 
foreigners and two natives—during the trip, was about 
2,160, including New Testaments as well as Portions. 

The Basel missionaries at Fu Chuk Pai were most 
kind and attentive. I cannot speak or write the 
thanks I feel. I can only pray that God may bless 
them in their work, and pour out his Holy Spirit on 
them and all their companions in this great work. 


A NEW TRANSLATION. 


The MéMssionary Herald publishes a letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Richards, of Mongwe, in East Central 
Africa, which describes the process of making a 
translation of the Bible for people to whom the 
gospel is now being preached for the first time. 
On the seventh of May Mr. Richards wrote: 


We have just finished the revision of the Gospel 
of Matthew, and translated all but the last chapter 
of Mark. The work is done in this wise: Dalita, 
the Zulu assistant, and a Tonga do the first transla- 
tion; then Dalita, Tizora (the printer), and I go over 
it again, or lately I have gone over it alone, to dis- 
cover errors; then it is re-read until all agree that 
it is faultless. Afterward a proof is made, when it 
is revised again, once directly from the English, and 
then scanned for printer’s errors. The translation 
is usually from the English Revision. The diffi- 
culties encountered are not so much in the way of 
grammatical construction, for in this the printed 
Zulu text is an accurate guide; but wherever there 
are purely spiritual ideas to be expressed there is a 
blank in the Tonga language. The Zulu translators 
had the same difficulty to contend with, and their 
experience is greatly to our benefit. But quite fre- 
quently we meet with terms that have an equivalent 
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in the Zulu, but none in the Tonga; while often we 
have the exact expression for lack of which the Zulu 
suffers. We follow the idiom of the original so far 
as possible, and the identical thought always. 

We are now about ready to get out the first edition 
of Matthew, and the plan is this: to print 300 or 
500 copies, perhaps more, and, as soon as the other 
Gospels are done, to bind them,all in one volume, 
which will be, as we now plan it, a completed work 
before the year is out. 


THE NEW TESTAMENT IN THE MUSKOKEE., 
BY MRS. A. E. W. ROBERTSON. 


I said to some ladies the other day, as I showed 
them a beautiful volume, “I have just had the crown- 
ing joy of my life, in receiving the Muskokee New 
Testament entire.’’ But I immediately added (as I 
thought of the four children, all of whom God had 
made earnest workers for himself), ‘‘Should a 
mother say that?”’ 

And yet, although this may not be the crowning 
joy in its nature, it surely is in the vastness of its 
occasion. If the woman of old called upon her friends 
and. neighbors to rejoice with her over the lost piece 
of silver found, surely I may well call upon fellow- 
workers, throughout the Master’s vineyard, to rejoice 
with me over the New Testament, complete in the 
language of a people who were much behind neigh- 
boring tribes in accepting offers of Christian schools 
among them. Not only so, but, after having ventured 
to admit missionaries, they were in a few years 
deprived of them, through the wrong doing of a 
“wolf in sheep’s clothing,’ which was taken advan- 
tage of by their wicked United States agent for the 
expulsion of all, from the tribe. It was not until 1841 
that a missionary was allowed a permanent place 
among them, and he, Rev. R. M. Loughridge, D.D., 
not without close limitations, so fearful were they of 
innovations upon their rights and customs. Being a 
missionary’s daughter, I was brought up among their 
neighboring tribe—the Cherokees—and, so far as I 
know, the Muskokees, were the only southern tribe 
among whom Christians endured persecutions, even 
“cruel scourgings,”’ for the Master’s sake. 

How great the change! Their late principal chief, 
Rev. Samuel Checote, had been for tens of years an 
honored minister of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and gave help on many of the books of the Testament. 
Their present chief also has given very valuable help, 
and I am sure, shares in my joy over its completion. 

Would that your space would admit of a somewhat 
extended history of the labors through which this 
translation has been accomplished, including names 
of workers. Dr. Loughridge has survived not only 
the interpreter who worked under him in the transla- 
tion of Matthew and the first chapter of John, but 
three others, who worked later. The four were all 
men of remarkable fitness for the work, and, by no 
means the least so among them, was the youngest, 
N. B. Sullivan, who died of consumption in Albu- 
querque, N. M., March, 1886, after passing the exami- 
nations for entrance at Princeton College. Working 
with me, he spent far more time and mental labor on 
it than any other interpreter, because it was the first 
revision, But Rev. T. W. Perryman, now of. the 
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Nuyaka Mission, has worked with me over a larger 
part of the Testament than did he, covering very 
nearly the whole. Both names are specially worthy 
of enduring fame in connection with the Muskokee 
Testament. Of Baptists, Methodists, and others, also, 
who have cheerfully helped me, I would make grate- 
ful mention. 

And now a word of explanation as to my work. 
Matthew, the Acts, two-thirds of Luke, the epistles 
of John and two-thirds of his Gospel were translated 
by others, but on all these except the latter two, 
translated by the late Hon. S. W. Perryman, under 
the guidance of my now deceased husband, I have 
averaged more labor than on those of my own trans- 
lating. Ephesians, Titus and James are the joint 
work of the late Rev. James Perryman (Baptist) and 
myself. 

If the great apostle was inspired to put on record 
in this same New Testament the request, “ Help those 
women who labored with me in the gospel,’’ may I 
not say through Woman’s Work, help by your prayers 
those women who added to their own heavy burdens 
from my other work, that they might help in giving 
to the Muskokees the word of life? At least eleven 
there were, who helped me thus during the many 
years through which my translating went slowly on 
at Tullahassee. 

Three of these have “fallen asleep,” one ‘‘as a 
shock of corn fully ripe,” at ninety-one, one from 
married life in the prime of womanhood, and the 
other in its opening days, from the seminary at 
Fulton, Mo., where her talents and Christian worth 
had given a remarkable brilliancy to the shining of 
her light. 

' Pray, then, for blessings on the remaining eight, 
when you feast upon the pages of the New Testa- 
ment, and rejoice that after more than thirty years of 
alternate working and waiting, the precious whole 
has at last been given to one more tribe. Pray, too, 
that in this tongue it may “run and be glorified.” 

One thing more. The incomplete Creek Testament 
which lacked eleven books of the latter part, was first 
sold for eighty cents, then for fifty. Imagine, then, my 
joy in receiving from the managers of the American 
Bible Society, with the first volume complete, word 
that the Creeks may now have it at twenty-five cents! 

Shall I not go in the light of this joy through all my 
remaining days ?—Woman’s Work for Woman. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

ALABAMA AND FLoripa.—The church is coming 
to recognize in this district the fact that the American 
Bible Society is her right arm in all missionary work. 
I think the time is near at hand when the Society 
will be considered by all the churches the greatest 
foreign and home missionary society on the conti- 
nent. Our depositories are, as a general thing, doing 
well. We are trying to make the auxiliaries appre- 
ciate more fully their great opportunity to honor the 
Master by honoring his word—by placing it in the 
homes of the destitute. 
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Grorcis.—The first work of the month was to visit 
the Savannah District Conference, which met at 
Waynesboro, in Burke Co. After a brief address by 
the District Superintendent, the conference pledged 
the sum of $60 for the Bible cause. A visit to the 
depository of the Burke County Bible Society showed 
that there had been considerable activity in sales 
since my last visit. 

I also'attended the anniversary of Wilkes County 
Bible Society. Much more interest was taken at this 
meeting than at my former visit, and a contribution 
of $57 25 was made for the cause. 

The third Sunday I preached at Jones Chapel, 
Macon, in the morning. At night the anniversary of 
the Macon Bible Society was held in the First Baptist 
Church. Although the weather was excessively hot, 
the thermometer registering about too degrees, there 
were about five times as many present as at the anni- 
versary last year. 

The last day of the month found me in attendance 
upon the Oxford District Conference. At the close 
of my address a subscription of $50 was made. 


ILL1NoIs.—The auxiliaries reporting for the past 
month are: Fairbury, Bond, Kane, Knox, Madison, 
Peoria, and South De Kalb County Bible Soci- 
eties. These auxiliaries are, most of them, in an 
active and prosperous condition. 

Fairbury Bible Society, a small auxiliary, is more 
active and hopeful than for some time past. They 
held an interesting anniversary lately, and propose to 
canvass their field soon. 

Peoria County Bible Society held its forty-third 
anniversary in the First Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in Peoria, Sabbath evening, June 5th. An able and 
eloquent address was delivered by Rev. N. S. Haynes, 
pastor of the Christian Church of Peoria. The thor- 
ough canvass of the city and county is nearly com- 
pleted, and the society is in a prosperous condition, 
They donate $~50 to the American Bible Society this 

ear. 

s South De Kalb County Bible Society held its annual 
meeting at Sandwich, June 24ch, in the Methodist — 
Episcopal Church. The reports were very satisfac- 
tory upon the whole, some of them quite cheering, 
They donated $100 to the Parent Society this year. 


INDIANA.—Last month I visited four auxiliaries and 


held three anniversaries. The meetings at Tipton, | 


Elkhart, and Fort Wayne were well attended and 
profitable. 

The work in Vanderburg County is in excellent 
shape, the city having been recently canvassed and 
the destitution supplied. In addition to $167, placed 
to their book account, a donation of $300 was gener- 
ously made to the Parent Society. One hopeful indi- 


cation in this district is the selection of only such 
-persons for office as are enlisted in the work of the 


Society. 

KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—The past month has 
been one of unusual travel, addresses, and effort; but 
the fruitage has not been as might have been expected 
from the toil. And yet there is not much ground for 
discouragement. Several of the auxiliaries visited 
were feeble, but did what they could. ; 

The first Sunday was spent with the Duck River 
Bible Society, Shelbyville, Tenn. Here there were 
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appreciation and interest sufficient to justify the 
churches’ holding a union meeting at 1z A.M. and at 
8 p.m., and the cash collection amounted to $107 70. 

The canvass of Caldwell and Hopkins Counties, 
Ky., was finished during the month. 


Missourt.—The first day of June was noted as the 
anniversary day of the Gasconade County Bible 
Society. A whole weekday was set apart, and it was 
cheering to see pastors and people, living ten or 
twenty miles apart, convened to extol the Bible and 
its work and aid the American Bible Society. Of the 
nine pastors present all were German, and five of the 
addresses were in that language. The several churches 
made Bible collections and reported them at the 
meeting, and also tooka public collection. Last year 
g¢90 was remitted, to constitute three life members, 
etc. In 1883-’84 the Parent Society canvassed the 
county, and the auxiliary paid for the canvass. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND Wyominc.—The first 
Sabbath of the month was spent with the Lyons Bible 
Society. Union Bible meetings were held both morn- 
ing and evening, your District Superintendent ad- 
dressing both. 

The next Sunday we were at Yutan and Valparaiso, 
visiting two auxiliaries. A severe storm interfered 
with our meetings, but we had a good one at Valpa- 
raiso, where a good degree of interest was manifested. 

Douglass County Bible Society centres at Omaha. 
The public meeting was held in the chapel of the 
Y. M. C. A. The president, Mr. W. N. McCandlish, 
made a stirring address. Much more interest was 
manifested than in previous years. I shall look for 
some good work being done in Omaha. 

The last Sunday was spent with the Dixon County 
Bible Society, at Ponca. Here also we had two sin- 
cere meetings: one in the Presbyterian Church in the 
morning, and another in the evening in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. During the month I have ad- 
dressed eight auxiliary societies, travelled 1,705 miles, 
and written 247 letters. It has been a very busy 
month. 


Ont1o,—I am pleased to report that both in activity 
and results my work for last month was quite satis- 
factory. The warm evenings were unfavorable for 
union meetings. Those that I attended were of fair 
interest and profitable. The one at Gnadenhutten 
deserves special mention. There are only two 
churches at the central place of this society. The 
congregations united and listened to your District 
Superintendent in one church in the morning and the 
other in the evening, giving a liberal collection on 
both occasions. If all the auxiliaries on this district 
alone were to contribute as liberally to the Bible 
cause, there would not be any longer lack of funds. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, AND MonrTans.— 
During the month I have visited Helena, Bozeman, 
Livingston, and Missoula, in Montana. The First 
Bible Society of Montana, centring at Helena, held 
its annual meeting on Sabbath evening, June’ sth, in 
the Presbyterian Church at Helena, the Methodist 
Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal South, Presbyterian, 
and Christian Churches uniting in the services, Ad- 
dresses were made on the occasion by Rev. Donald 


Ross, of Portland, Ore., and your District Superin- 
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tendent. The field occupied by this society is impor- 
tant, and if properly cultivated will doubtless yield 
fruitful returns. 


Trxas.—I visited the societies in the counties of 
Collin, Dallas, Denton, and Grayson; also that of 
Williamson, and its branch society at Georgetown. 
I made collections and ordered fresh supplies of 
books, etc. The sales of the Scriptures were very 
good in Dallas and Grayson Counties. In the former 
the canvass of the county has just been completed by 
Robert Watson, colporteur of the American Bible 
Society. The following is a synopsis of the work: 
Days employed, 141; families visited, 3,018; families 
found without the Bible, 412; supplied, 342; destitute 
individuals supplied in addition, 236; books sold, 910, 
valued at $443 22; books donated, 391, valued at 
$103 26. In the meantime there were distributed 
about three hundred copies of the Holy Scriptures 
from the Bible depository, at the store of T. M. Jones 
& Co., Dallas. Total distribution, 1,601 volumes. 

While at Dallas I visited the State Convention of 
Teachers of the Public Schools. There were over 
five hundred present. I addressed the convention ; 
my subject, ‘‘ The Relation of the Bible to Education,” 
The Bible is excluded from the public schools in this 
State. 

I also visited the Baptist Sunday School Convention 
of this State, assembled at Georgetown. It reports 
having twenty-four Sunday school colporteurs for 
different periods during the year. They distributed 
something over twelve hundred copies of the Scrip- 
tures. 


CHICAGO BIBLE SOCIETY, ILL. 


The forty-seventh anniversary of the Chicago Bible 
Society was held May 22d, at the First Swedish 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the president, T. W. 
Harvey, Esq., presiding. The Rev. J. H. Barrows, 
D.D., pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, deliv- 
ered the annual address. The report of the executive 
committee showed the society to be in an unusually 
prosperous condition. Mr. James Graham, deceased, 
bequeathed to it $500, in addition to which the re- 
ceipts of the past year from sales and donations 
amounted to $6,735 25. In the depository and 
branches at the beginning of the year were 5,636 
Bibles and Portions, valued at $2,271 81, and there 
were received from the Amerjcan Bible Society 13,455 
volumes, valued at $4,910 98. In the effort to supply 
every home and person with a Bible, 10,097 visits 
were made in the year, over 126,000 in the present 
canvass. The visitors have found thousands destitute, 
and have given 890 Bibles and Portions, and have 
sold 4,375. Many Bibles are distributed by voluntary 
and unpaid Christian workers in the various missions 
and institutions, and 1,212 were thus put in circulation 
last year, in addition to which the branches distributed 
979 volumes; making the number given in the past 
year 1,775 volumes, and 11,754 sold, or an entire 
circulation of 13,529 copies of God’s word. The total — 
circulation of the society in forty-seven years has 
been 529,904 Bibles and Portions. At the close of the 
year there were in the depository and branches 5,462 
copies, valued at $2,415 31, and there was due the _ 
Parent Society at the close of the year, above the 
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cash on hand, about $100. The work of this society 
connects with that of other auxiliaries and of the 
Parent Society in a grand and benevolent movement 
to supply all people of every land and language with 
God’s word. Dr. J. D. Davis, missionary in Japan, 
said lately: “The work of the Bible Society in Japan 
has doubled the usefulness of the missionaries in 
Japan,’’ and the same is true in respect of Christian 
activities at home. 


——- «+ 


MAINE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The following abstract of the seventy-seventh annual 
report of the trustees of the Bible Society of Maine 
was read in the Free Street Baptist Church, Portland, 
Me.: 

It was in the year 1809, in the midst of the great 
financial depression attending “the non-intercourse 
policy,” that nineteen persons assembled in the house 
of Hon. Samuel Freeman, of Portland, and organized 
the Bible Society of Maine. 

The first years of this century were years of marked 
thrift and prosperity; but the reaction arising from 
foreign difficulties was seen and great distress 
prevailed. 

The cessation’ of trade and business gave men 
opportunity to give more attention to spiritual and 
moral interests, and as the din of commerce ceased 
the voice of God was heard urging Christian hearts to 
give to man the bread of life. 

We assemble to commemorate that event, recount 
the blessings of the past, and get inspiration for pres- 
ent and future work. 

The trustees would publicly acknowledge the gra- 
cious guidance of Him whose word we have sought 
to distribute, and express our gratitude to him for 
the encouragement given. 

The year just past has been a good one: much 
work has been performed and much good accom- 
plished. The receipts during the year have enabled 
us not only to meet all expenses, but also to make a 
donation of five hundred dollars to the American 
Bible Society, to aid in the world-wide work they are 
so commendably pressing forward. 

Under the direction of our superintendent, Mr. E. B. 
Stilson, a number of men have been employed during 
the year to visit from home to home and furnish the 
needy with the word of God. There have been vis- 
ited 21,015 families, and 672 Protestant families were 
found to be destitute of the Bible. All were supplied. 
Over five thousand copies of the Scriptures were sold 
and donated. Every family in Androscoggin, Cum- 
berland, and _ portions of Franklin, Somerset, and 
Oxford Counties, has been systematically called upon. 
The cause has been presented by the superintendent 
from nearly every pulpit in each of the cities and 
towns visited. 

A surprising want has been found in some of the 
most highly favored communities. In Portland alone 
105 Protestant families were found without a Bible. 
In an enterprising town one of the society’s visitors 
found in one day seven American families destitute 
of the Bible. A young man and his wife in this town 
were found without a Bible in the house, and with no 
care for Christ and the church. The wife, when told 
_the way of eternal life, looked up through her tears 
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and said, ‘‘No one ever told me of this before.” In 
the next home a mother was found who had not en- 
tered a church for years. She had been left out in 
all pastoral work. She never owned a Bible. The 
words of the visitor concerning the love of Christ 
touched her heart, and before he left she said, “I will 
settle this matter now ;” and then she knelt, confess- 
ing her sins and receiving forgiveness. 

In another one of the towns recently visited, where 
there were more than one hundred American fami- 
lies, there was not a clergyman, physician, town- 
house, church, chapel, or Sunday school. 

The work is needed; the demands for the home 
and foreign fields are great. The work is not to 
cease until every family in Maine has been visited and 
supplied with the Bible. The good accomplished by 
this visitation cannot be computed, but when the 
Books are opened at last there will be a glorious 
revelation. yt ESy 


LONG ISLAND BIBLE SOCIETY, N. Y. 


The executive committee and the directors of the 
Long Island Bible Society met at Patchogue June 14th, 
in the Congregational Church. The president, Rev. 
Samuel Whaley, presented a paper outlining the work 
and the needs of the society, with a statement of 
what had actually been done. It was decided to 
transfer the depository at East New York to Jamaica. 
The question of a larger liberality in granting Bibles 
was discussed. A popular meeting, full of enthusiasm 
for the best of books, was held in the evening in the 
Methodist Church. Rev. J.W. Van Dyke, of the Pres- 
byterian Mission to Siam, showed how the entrance 
of the word had given light in that tropical land, and 
how it was adapted to ennoble the race. Rev. Ben- 
jamin M. Adams, of Brooklyn, from a personal stand- 
point, answered the question, “ What is the Bible to 
me?’ Initiative steps have been taken for forming 
an auxiliary Bible society at Patchogue, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to organize a local society at 
Long Island City if practicable. The outlook for 
Bible work on this gem of the ocean is full of promise, 
and it is a work that must be done. 

W. Jay Peck, Rec. Sec. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE BIBLE IN THE CLOSET. 


We are continually reminded of the necessity of 
secret prayer. We are taught that we should both 
begin and end each busy day at the Master’s feet. 
We hear many homilies on the duty of taking every- 
thing to God in ‘prayer.. This is all very well. Not 
a word too much can be said on the importance of 
prayer. We cannot live spiritual lives at all unless 
we draw the inspiration down from heaven. In our 
lives in this world of evil and struggle we are like 
divers working on board of a sunken ship beneath 
the waves of the sea; we can maintain our life and 
continue our work only. by keeping unbroken com- 
munication with heaven and breathing heaven’s 
atmosphere. “Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath.” 
Our souls will die unless we pray. 
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But it is a mistake to suppose that prayer alone is 
sufficient to nourish our spiritual life. Really it is 
only half of the communion with God through which 
we get the refreshing our souls need. A heathen 
convert said: ‘‘When I pray I talk to God; when I 
read my Bible God talks to me.’’ Now it is just as 
needful to have God talk to us as it is for us to 
talk to him. Yet we are not urged half so frequently 
or half so earnestly to read our Bibles as part of 
our daily spiritual feeding, as we are to pray. There 
are many people who rarely ever carry the Bible 
with them into their closet. They drop on their 
knees a few moments in the morning and implore 
God’s blessing on them for the day, and then they 
are up and away, carrying no word of God in their 
heart as they enter the day’s strifes and _ toils, 
Really they have had only half a meal, and are not 
prepared as they might have been for duty. They 
should also have eaten some of the words of God, 
and then they would have been truly invigorated 
and made strong for their day’s pilgrimage. 

In all ordinary cases God gives spiritual help 
through his word. He does not now talk to men 
as he talked to Moses on the mount; if we would 
hear what he has to say to us we must open his 
word and read its pages for ourselves with listening 
ear. And he really has something to say to us 
every time we enter our closet. Perhaps the day 
is dark before us and we are going out not know- 
ing which way to turn. We cry for light. What 
lamp will God put into our hands unless it be a 
precept or a promise? We shall not carry any light 
with us out of our closet if we pray only and do 
not open our Bible. The psalmist did not say, 
“Prayer is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto 
my path.” ~ Only God’s word can be such a lamp 
and light. 

Or we may be in sorrow, and in our quest for com- 
fort we turn away from mocking human voices and 
empty earthly comforts to the closet of prayer. We 
ask God to comfort us. Now it is very sweet some- 
times when the sorrow is bitter and the darkness 
intense just to lay our heads down upon our Master’s 
bosom and say nothing at all, not even to pray. 
There is comfort in simply resting within the ever- 
lasting arms. But if we would get real, positive 
comfort from God it must come to us from his word. 
To leave the Bible closed while we cry to heaven for 
comforting is really to shut our ears to the angel of 
consolation when he comes that we have asked God 
to send to us. 

In all phases of experience the same is true. Prayer 
alone does not fit us for living sweetly and victori- 
ously. We need the words of God, that we may 


use them as we have need. We have an illustration 


‘of this in our Lord’s own experience. When he 
was tempted of the devil he answered every assault 
of the adversary with a word of Scripture. He did 
not rely on prayer alone, but in each case drew out 
an arrow from his well-filled quiver and shot it at 
the enemy. It will be noticed, too, that he did not 
take out his Bible then and there on the field and 
look up a text to suit his need; but that he was so 
familiar with the words of his Father that he had 
but to recall from memory the particular one he 
required that moment. This shows us that our Lord 
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had been in the habit of using his Bible in his closet 
all his early years. In the sidden temptations that 
come to each of us every day we need the same 
equipment. We need to carry always a quiver full 
of arrows from which we may draw at an instant’s 
notice. If our closet devotion consists of prayer 
only we shall find ourselves defenceless many a 
time in the place of danger. t 

There is another phase of Christian life in which 
the same necessity is apparent. A great artist, when 
asked how he could paint such marvellous pictures, 
replied: ‘I dream dreams and I see visions, and 
then I paint my dreams and my visions.’’ In our 
seasons of retirement with Christ we should catch 
glimpses of heavenly beauty which we may then 
work out in act and character as we live among our 
fellows; we should dream dreams and see visions 
in the closet which we may paint on the canvass of 
actual life, that others may behold them. It is only 
in the words of God that we can see these visions 
of heavenly beauty. These words show us God’s 
thoughts and God’s will, God’s wishes for us, what 
he wants us to do and to be; what he himself is 
like ; what we are to be in the life that is complete 
and full. We need then to look, at these divine 
words in our silent times, to ponder them till they 
open and disclose the fragment of beauty that is 
in them, and then we can come out and limn the 
beauty in our own life. God showed Moses on the 
mount the patterns of the sacred things he was to 
make after he came down. If we study the Scrip- 
tures when alone with God in the holy mount, God 
will show us in them the patterns of character and 
disposition and duty which he wants us to work out 
for his glory in our daily common life. The Bible 
shows us what we ought to be and to do; prayer 
brings down grace and strength to enable us to be 
obedient to these heavenly visions. So we need 
always to take the Bible with us into the closet. 
Prayer alone is but half true soul-feeding.— The 
Presbyterian. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House, on Thursday, August 4th, 
1887, Theophilus |A. Brouwer, Esq., Vice-President, 
in the chair. 

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. 
Dr. D. B. Coe. 

Grants and consignments of books were made to 
foreign agents, colporteurs, churches, individuals, and 
auxiliary-societies, amounting in the aggregate to 
about $5,756. 


The Book of Isaiah in Japanese, and copies of | 


Bishop Burdon’s edition of the Gospels in Easy 
Wenli, were presented for the library. 

Among the foreign correspondence of the month 
were letters from Mr. Whipple, of Oroomiah, an- 


August, 1887, 
nouncing that an order had been served on him from 
the governor of Azerbijan forbidding the sale of 
Scriptures by colporteurs in an extensive region, 
including Oroomiah, Salmas, Zenjan, etc.; from Mr. 
Milne, with a discussion of plans for work in the 
South American republics; from Dr. Chamberlain, 
Dr. Lane, Mr. McLaren, and others, about affairs in 
Brazil; and from Mr. Prince, requesting that a new 
edition of the Reval-Esthonian Bible may be put to 
press. 

Three societies were recognized as auxiliary in 
Kansas, and one in Tennessee. 

The receipts in July were $30,604 4o. Issues from 
the Bible House in July, 63,464 volumes; issues since 
April rst, 375,749 SOS. 


Societies Recognized as a ae ek August, 1887. 
With Names and Post Ofice Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries. 
Arkansas City B. S., Kan., C. 0. De Turk, Arkansas City. 
Ness Co. B. S., Kan., A. J. Dickson, Ness City. 
Stafford Co. B. S., Kan., W. M. Ayers, St. John. 
Humphreys Co. B. S., Tenn., W. H. Meadow, Waverly. 


Deceased Members. 
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Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of June, 1887. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting..... . 20 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited............20.ee05 122 
AN VErsariGe A@bbON ded aaeiv cscnee secehe ces caceeneeeen 44 
New Societies and Committees formed............... 6 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 166 
WOLUGES SENT Ate ac nests caiseu a hore Sea tua eh ee 1,790 
Miles travelled on official duty...............sssts--06 21,475 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,640 34 


—_—_—_ + —_____ 


Summary of Bible Distribution in June, by 61 
Colporteurs and 29 County Agents reporting. 


Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 
DAY6/OT SOT YI COs aewieltue ce ccnanviesi seas vere 1,240 697 
Milos trai y euled tin aac omens sities elterceleie ot 16,991 5,240 
Families visited by them................. Jen ae 14,620 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 2,357 1,512 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 1,772 832 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 1,062 563 
ium ber OF DOGS Sold: iv cawiecericeawesaalese ie 6,862 2,186 
Velie Of DOOKS:! SOL. cicciscjaeciscleicsiaessweeacies $2,773 81 $1,072 09 
Number of books distributed Se ae 2,101 1,147 
Value of books distributed gratuitously.. $519 22 $264 48 
Contributions Teceived............00.ss02ss00s $268 25 $1,261 43 


Summary of 4r Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socte- 
ties, received in July, 1887. 


Rey. John W. Schermerhorn, New York. Receipts from sales in twelve months..............- . $2,215 51 
Rey. John D. White, Kalamazoo, Mich. Receipts from collections and donations. ........-... 2,587 29 
Hon. F. G. Petrie, Oregon, Il. Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 2,055 39 
Russell Gillette, Colchester, Conn. Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 655 55 
Wm. Baxter Hunter, Piqua, Ohio. Expended on their own fields...........0.....sceeeeee 1,155 56 
Mrs. Eliza A. Horton, Piqua, Ohio. NalweE Of DOOKSMODATCH ane aautisle ils since viiscies aaa ciel 399 74 
David Douglas, New York. Value of stock on hand’ at date....0.. 2... 00-clescnse oe 4,829 86 
John R. Gregory, M.D., Ithaca, N. Y. No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 9 
Samuel F. Barrows, Cold Spring, N. Y. Collecting and distributing Agents employed. 9 
Rey. Truman O. Judd, Montowese, Conn. Families visited by them............sssceseeeeee = 5,305 
James H. White, New York. Families found destitute........... apace aaapepise vais opts 579 
Lewis Craig, M.D., Plainfield, N. J. Destitute families supplied.......... ..0aticee es eesceces 331 
Mrs. John M. Eldridge, Huntsville, Ala. Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 374 
William R. Schell, Rhinebeck, N. Y. Sabbath and other schools supplied.........-.-.--.++- ine 
MONTANA. Forrest, John, M.D., Charleston, 8. C. $3 00 
RECEIPTS IN JULY, 1887. Fort Benton, Meth. Ep. Ch........... . $200 Gunn, Fred. H., Vernon, Vt........... 200 
— a eee Hunter, Mrs. Eliza C., Water Valley, 
ee hE MINN Linn gavcce Aaw.cnge he coe tay arene 1 00 
ea Passaic, First Holland Ref. Ch....... 5 82 ets Yong te kere, Cake i080 
} eee Benjamin F., late of Salem, Pa NEW YORK. Janeway, Frank L., New Brunswick, 
SE ne See Ae coe COE eee: ; . ¢.Ch. 0 ce 
Dowd, George M. late ofMadison,Ct. "80.00 Giean, Pres, Ohseesccvcreseersesss, 2800 Means JohinvAablands Kycc..180 00 
ae MsniX, Me tate of Chicago, 50 00 Hartwick, Meth. Ep. Ch.... wee 1 54 Peeler, Rey. James, Cameron, Texas 1 00 
eee eee eee es $3 on, , M 1 Al , of 5 16 , ieee 
Hebbard, Mrs. Almira R., late of ee islet Mette seen eae et a oe a : a 
iaruninp bors Ghaencrasaconter cbc ene 50 00 NEBRASKA. Fiche Mt a i? io 6 
Starr, Clarissa, late of Cedar Co., Ia. 41 90 Shelion, Meth. Eps Ch... ....ccceceseses 8 20 enue . “ wists sieges 
PENNSYLVANIA. D C 2 eis ee a 120 
Pele Noo Wiloabay : Licnouee 3 ee i : . Strong, Mrs. E.B., Woodburne,N.¥. 25 00 
é ‘ ig At ee Oo Se = + Ww. rarer Seateciets GaGeog ‘ 5 00. 
ae CO ULECTIONS Houtedale, Meth. Ep. Ch......0000004+ 300. 2 vances Gs Wis Ce 
ALABAMA. Princess St. and Ridge Ave. M. E.Ch. 100 $1,971 86 
Elyton & Wesley Chapel M.E.Ch.... $21 05 met Fie es 
: AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
BLES Loreno, Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... F 4 00 aieaticeeeceenies 
Malvern, Pres. Sabbath School..... we as a HOM GTF ha Donations onidocounts 
“Meth. Ep, Ch. South........ , Adams ©o., Neb...........55 $81 60 
~ 5 @ eaters 8 00 % : 
Jonesboro, Meth. Ep. Ch............+.+ 7 ghetianieteed os” "anal pga 377 Anniston, Ala..... 36 05 
Washington and Holly Grove, Meth. : kre then Svea Misha .i).ts/ovasnlstacerasee . 1,000 00 150 00 
Ep. Chi SOuth..... 0 denecsesesee ceisone 5 30 $150 83 Atlantic Co., N.J....... ig 25 00 
Centre Point, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... 400 Amherst, Mass........- 67 78 
CONNECTICUT. _ GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. © Ashland Co., Wis...... 8 51 
Talcottville, Church at............+5 ea 974 <A Young Christian, Covington, Ky.. $2 00 Alpena Co., Mich...... 20 92 
GEORGIA. Andrus, Rey. F., Greensboro, Ala.... 1 00 Albany COm Ne icnaese 98 88 
Speci: Hie. 489 Anonymous, Bureau Co.,IIl........++ 499 Aen FC Os cl dyes. ccmexincs “ "4 00 
Miers gree pee 5 tea Burrett, Mrs. A. E., Parma Centre, Aurora & Vicinity, Ind...... 10 00 
siomeld Gidhagie - HN. Sic ee sens PATO phe villa. Gey B.Orw heroes 65 00 
Horgord, Colored Baptist Ch..+-..... 385 Cash from H. B. C., Mass.. 3000 Audrain Co.,M0.........6604 69 73 
MASSACHUSETTS, Collection at Midway, by Dist. “Supt. Arapahoe Co,, Col... 43 48 15 
Arlington, Orthodox Cong. Ch........ 15 00 Savage, Ky ansasenler seca die ktes aeibees 23000t me Broa CocKis snaiessse hve 21 34 
Southwick, Cong. Ch.......sseeveeeee 300 Collection at Avesley Chapel and Brinkley, Ark.... ie 5 95 
$ MISSOURI. Pratt Mines, Ala URES 6 Bismarck, Dak..... noe 94 
Charleston, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 190 Collections by Colporteurs............ 619 02 Blanco Co., Texas.........66 85 00 
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Credited Credited Credited Credited Credited Credited 

as Donation. on Account, as Donation, on Account. as Donation. on Account. 
Bates Co., MO......+++ oe $24 10 Dixon Co., Neb........e%000» $30 89 Hawkins Co., Tenn......... . $11 92 
Bartow Co., Ga......... wee 12 00 Douglass Co., Wis $19 25 Hardeman Co., Tenn....... : 25 62 
Bozeman, Montana Ter 24 65 Douglas Co., Ks.... 11 00 Hamblin Co.,Tenn.....:... ‘ 30 00 
Branch Co., Mich Aine 44 98 Brie CO., OM ccceedecserces 168 16 Jefferson Co., Ala..........+ 28 65 
Boyd Co., Ky......- noe 266 81 Elkhart & Vicinity, Ind..... 11 80 Kent Co., Mich....... Aivercielessie 40 00 
Burnett Co., Wis...s.-0ecese 12 00 Effingham Co., Ill.........+ 10 82 Knoxville, Tonn jesse. 100 00 
Barnesville & Vicinity, Ohio 7 56 Freeborn Co., Minn 29 00 Kandiyohi Co., Minn........ 23 27 
Columbus & Franklin Co.,0. 808 69 Flint & Vicinity, Mich....... 49 36 Kendall Coz aus 23. se cteees 40 00 78 39 
Chicago, TlL.....6.6s $57 90 Fayette Co., Ind..........+5- 80 54 Kansas Central “Agency = ii 12 
Colfax Co., Neb.... 2 First Bible Soc. of Montana, 125 00 LYONS; NCD ssanaee cages eters 34 54 
Charleston, 8. C...... 800 00 Freedom Welsh, N.Y....... 9 25 Larimer Co., Col. 783 50 
Craighead Co., Ark 10 00 Franklin Co., MO........+50++ 14 40 Little Compton, R.I........ 1 §2 
Carolina & Vicinity, Ark.... 15 60 9 50 Fannin Co., Texas... wave 12 60 Livingston, Montana Ter.... 10 55 
GlayxGos Mibnees. wcdtionc sche 14 43 Gurdon, Ark. ae aheat eas veal 48 86 Lyon Co., Iowa.......+- wea’ 5 18 
Collin Co., Texas.... 990 Grand Forks Co., Dak...... ‘ 10 82 Logan Co., Ark.......... eae 2% 
Caldwell Co., Mo...... 5 16 20 GYatTton, Dae. chdeswecccas 5 00 55 95 Vogen Co., lec .cteseces ses 15 22 
Cumberland Co.,N.J.. : 25000 Geauga Co., Ohid..........++. Wt = Morgan Co.Ind.. 2. 650.000: 56 42 
Clay Co., Iowa....... mg astdce 2650 Gaston Co., N.C............- 48 08 Marshall & KittsonCo., Minn. 50.00 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, O. 16305 Grinnell, lowa..............- ; 110 55 Manistee Co., Mich 80 00 
Centrhl, Caley cus csscseaenes 90 Grayson Co., Texas.......... 59 50 Milam Co., Texas...... 32 25 56 
Carlisle & Nicholas Co., as "7 98 Greene Co,, Ala...... Noa arates 44 00 Mississippi Co., Mo 17 92 
Clinton Co., Ohio... 19,8h . Greene OO. MG., nsacves mses 45 00 Mariwether Co., Ga..... alow 789 
Carver Co., Minn.... 8 06 Greene Co., N. Y.. 8408 Madison Co., Iowa......... 86 09 
Chenango Co., ISG ES : 60 00 Griggsville, Ill....... a socseee 8 46 Monroe Co., Mich... $5 09 
Coles COs TIT van. cas wh 2008 Hickory Plains, Ark......... 1000 Milford, Mass....... ....... 127 
Cherokee Co., lowa.... 92:00 Hot Springs Co., Ark........ 45 70 Mattoon, Ill........ OSaceentt 5 80 92 
Douglass Co., Neb... +. : 9595 Hickman Co., Ky........... ‘ 4 60 Marion Co., Mo 938 
Dakota Co., Neb..... 2 00 Hopkins Co., Ky...........06 22 93 Maine...... eats ceproes 860 85 
Duck River, Tenn... 115.20.) -Huron'@o:;Ohio.3.0%.....: . 110 00 IMODILE, Alar Ses. .36 2 62 27 
Dallas Co., Texas...... : L910 VEOOdIGOg: PExasicne.cocsuecs 15 00 Medina Co., Ohio............ 60 00 
Dupois' Co; Ind ....56. 00000. r 18 18 Houston Co, Ga............ 5 ; 7 90 McCracken Co., Ky........-. 47 22 
Dickinson Co.,, Iowa......... TW Hamilton Co., Ind........... 0 | 8 10 Monroe Gog Ne Yiwewes sie 206 00 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. > 


Returns 
from _|Miscellane-} Total. Total 


eneers Sales eae Sales re- 
les of | reported ported by” 
| Books | by Colpor- abate ae Foreign 
Donated. | teurs. irae Agents. 


Missio: 


38 70 | se 4 | 960 64 | aes 


aint XC CIs SC 3A Toy ee sees teens 


gpa Sear tes her, ate seas ceeeeeecennnannnnnanneeeeeceecnttetee Siti a} gtr se | 1,790 18 
« - 71 - . £ 
The ees Cir oe ae epee np Ra} 8,927 41 


ms Rents. - eae 
ret SoG hrciolora erototattobetetsn Q aa 
: oe POE O ee we wee ee eee ee ae arihers felelviteleitralsisteeivic wsliel Gulab aeeeteh ie sasegues ae 


+ ih, arene 
rt NG OO Ce ek cal an Patna ty 
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Credited Credited 

as Donation, on Account, as Donation, on Account, as Donation, on Account. 
Montgomery Co., N. Y...... $54 47 St owen dccdisoescessss $200 00 West Salemy Tl... cv sscewewvs $31 14 
Meigs Co, East, Ohio........ 91 43 Stephenson Co., Ill.......... 200 00 Whitesides Co., Il.... 80 00 
Montgomery Co., Ohio...... 800 00 Steuben Co., N. Y............ 16 50 Waverly & Vic., Ohio........ 27 28 
Madison Co., Ohio........... 26:50. St. Croix CO., Wikkossseccstes 40 00 Yutan, Nabe. cern. cevaseeeen 8 15 
PROPRIO ok oan wis oa oroine ance 1,000 00 BAIGT, OBL, cis. asaces sawss 4 %6 
Mason Co., Mich............. 80 00 1050 Scranton Welsh, Pa.......... 69 44 $1,671 14 11,790 18 
New Hanover Co., N. C...... 52 19 Story Co., Iowa 55 85 4 ' ROR S y 
New York Female........... 400 San Marcos and Hays Co., oe SALES ee BOOKS DONATED: 
New Bedford, Mass.......... 4 50 TORAT AAR ae ANRA visiecssy ace 6 70 Davis, Rev. C., Georgia. ......+..000s $8 25 
New Richmond & Vie., Ohio. 5 00 Spartanburgh Co., 8. C...... 28 58 Myers, Rey, H.P., Dist. Supt., Ga..... 1% 
Niagara Co., N. Yucecceeeees 99.4100! ‘Stark’ Coy Westie sce. oes 790,  Thirkield, Rev. W.P., Atlanta, Ga... 23:70 
rte PopE yy. ies Wh ecsieats 56 69 Salem Bible Assoc'n, N. C... 50 00 eT. 
Obion Co., Tenn............. 180. IR imen, Tipton Goel. asta. s..gees 7 00 8 70 
Outagamie Co., Wis......... 20 00 Tuscaloosa, Ala....se.. sees 50 00 RETURNS FROM MISSIONARY AND 
cao Cos TOWat.cks. cass ur b WRION COG AVL wesasiempee santete 54 40 OTHER SOCIETIES. 

OURO ECGs. ce cca gudenicencics 28 27 Winter OCogine Y cviwsceqessnice 80 0 ; , 7 
Osceola Co., Iowa 6 60 Valpar aiso, DGPS wari oesivihiots : 12 10 Italian Mission Meth. Ep. Ch., Italy.. $28 60 
Soda Co., Neb 2.80 Van Buren Co., Mich........ 8 02 MISCELLANEOUS. 
erry Co., Ala.. 17 55 Wireiniancstecsciccscogbett cans 875 00 

Postville, Iowa.. a 15 00 Webster Co., NeD.).....e.008 {1 32 49 75 Sales by CoOlperteursy..\ cis seevesvss oe $5,614 04 
Pattersonville & Vic., Iowa 2581 Warren Co., Tenn............ 20.00. 489 ‘etail Sales 
Portsmouth, Va....cc.....00s 52.23 Walworth Co., Wis.......... Sere ee eee a 
Pennsylvania. vc. cseascevs es 30 00 1,855 91 Warren Co,, Ill......0.....08. 86 72 pages (Seen ta gir alied cide dis’ , 
STS SE | ae Sa ae ei 15 50 Washington Co., Iowa...... 25 00 oe =p ee ee 155 00 
Piketon & Vic., Ohio........ 121% “Wilkes Co., Ga.......cse.e.. 85.50 23 10 repent : i Rk a Te Gees 
Polk Co., Minn.........00500< 9 77 Ware OogiGasoncnconente 21 65 idee of arate rae Pages 
Randolph Co., Ind........... 35 00 Western Washington, W. T. 8 70 ALS eo ee 7 BO 
Rockdale Ce., Ga............ 20 00 WAYTE WO. MICH. wcdsccsvles Dare wae Sane eke ce sn at ai om eee ea 
DORR AS De taebics seach abate ols 28 87 Washington Co., Ky......... 58 00 $13,766 19 
UTC ge NS: ee ee 7 99 Washington Co., Maine..... 278 00 eee : 
Pigit6 GOs, MINK. .....6...6.00 6 57 Washington City, D.C...... 50 00 
Shawano Co., Wis............ 4 65 Wilson Co., Tenn............ 5 5 Total Recelpte..cn.ccsmscakeeessweseh. $20,604 40 


FOR JULY, 1887. 


DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
j | 

District | Colpor- | Grants | - | BIBLES. 

a reel Gp eed Foreign | '° pias? | BS. | Miscel- To Total Total 

cary ear | a | Agencies, Bea a Record. | laneous.| To Col- | Foreign| To Life ea Tee Transfers. Cash. 

penses. | penses, cieties. eR ae ce Agere Members. bad : 

| | oo) 
Cuisine 3. 2k. <- | 8,224 82) 4,815 28) 4,397 87) 978 60) 124 43) 170 94 ana. cove ne seis esate 13,711 44 
Transfers... 194 85 ees te eivoim 851,97) © wc 68 2,894 41) 429 15 803 38) 1,913 07 9 00} 6,095 383 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, &c..... sais bangiseiceh een ieeise ssiinasnans ae sacge Po nan Ae aie Sori here ..| 12,062 Lh 3 77 
The Trade— es a Fé Mh eS ataets sale eeatte ne aisle a ais dapat anata te tasie ets ane ons a Rak eater ees aisescetiee 1,216 15 | 50 
Bible douse. Hx Penseskc. sisjcos- ook se shwinpemm ersn ese wena saan Lise Seg ARMAS AORN EY SSNS 1 C ie saicr eee 1,066 73 
General Salaries"and EXxpenses...........0ccereeciscseeses csapash sie PER OE. HORS Bien Gratetiontaye eee RNS 8385 59 2,805 56 
Interest on Life Investments...........+-+.ee0eeee ee er eerste eens teens preh asaies eee ia voncor sagan. aaineleiatee Ae 365 00 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
DEPOSITORY. ee | 
Repairs and | Salaries and Rox e. ¢ | Books | Discount on | Machinery 
Wilecs BES Expenses. dxpenbes an Cartage, | Ow Sales. and Tools. 
t » | Books re- | Imported, 
Perey a Postage, turned. Duties, etc. 
Cash.......| 10,108 42 | 17,847 05 477 85 8%5 22 DSA 00 joke cee Saieiis.e Gunes” 163 55 20,059 09 
Transfers. . oc FO nee Aariace: SOU Metrics sito TABS Ae os ow ss AehGy ty al eerie 1,573 25 
Total Transfers.........sscseseeeeee esses caveerensantencrerecsecenscececeecacesees senses ed Bae 


© Cash DisburseMents...... ce cecccececceeenrseceteeetereseeeeeseeceeeerereeeerseaeeeces se sece 


. otrwotast vonsit transactions, 
|N-Bethe amounts in inte trv are “Depart artments, to show the net result of each, git Ya Osi 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D........-..--+- President. 
REV. BDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ Corresponding 
REV. ALEXANDER McLEAN, D.D........ sarorartes, 
REV. ALBERT 8S. HUNT, D.D.............. 

WILLIAM FOULKHR, JR... ssc. cecuscccccvcce sooo dk reasurer. 
CALEB TD. RO WEisc-3 ore cs veers rureerower siereurtents General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to ‘‘ The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.”’ 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘“‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Vo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices ts 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

, The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to twenty- 
seven doligrs. Testaments from five cents upwards. : 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rey. Z. A, PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
PAA COIUREIS mi sratarors ajeidlbi Glea s atewoaticles Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.,.......... Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
CORBA RE stacciclew a6 clic cake siete Rey. HERBERT P. MY@RS, 
Fort Valley, Geo. 
PUTO Sachs casi oss Rclieehieees Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
: Princeton, Ill. 
MMIGIAN As vire esc c she nes Sal ea Rev. W. J. VIGUS, 
, Wabash, Ind. 
GV es Fears So os oo ene .....Revy. JOHN Hoop, { 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
GRITS Bore avecints ocine wre det ance ae Rey. 8. D. STORRS, 
Topeka, Kansas, 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rey. Gro. S. SAVAGE, M.D. 


Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rev. J. W. McLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La, 


Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rey. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rey. JOHN HINTON, 
Faribault, Minn. 
MISSOUTH dea cic tise lattes eee ee ae ae Rey. EDMUND WRIGHT, 
t St. Louis, Mo, 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- peek GEO. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
TO, oe cise ogo soalcey woldia-wats Blair, Neb. 
INOW: WOE cnotacenean nowt +....Revy. DAvID Boyp, __ 
P Oneonta, N. Y. 
North & South Carolina........ Rev. THOMAS H. Law, 
Spartanburg, S. C. 
ONO dans cca sine Sox dy averete see gine Rev. E. 8. GILLErrE, 


b rae Cleveland, Ohio, 
regon ashington Terr’y, | Rey. P. C. HETzLEeR. : 
Idaho, and Montana........ : ' Salem, Oregon, 


PROM AG sale a sistarccet cee cehteat ++-+...Rey. WILLIAM B, RANKIN, 


“ae ; Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia....................Rev. THOMAS Corron, 


Parkersburg, W. Va. 


BrsLE SocrETY RECORD. 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. ¥., AS SECOND-CLASS (Quart) MATTER, 


Volume 32. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized.. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until-it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object-is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place iis sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shati 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied, Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auwiliary Soei- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if. possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. ~ 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 


The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are — 


confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1887, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 


may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem-. 


bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 


tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 
Society. 


Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, — 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit- _ 


tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 
club rates; but the money should in all cases accompany 
the order. — 


Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails a 


receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact bya 


rete ty 


es 


letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. — - 


ae 


